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CLAIMS : 

What is claimed is: 

1. A method in a data processing system for monitoring 
transactions for a set of known nodes in a network data 
processing system, the method comprising: 

receiving cache data from a router in the data 
processing system, wherein the cache data includes an 
identification of the set of known nodes sending data 
packets for transactions onto the network data processing 
system; and 

tracking the transactions for the set of nodes using 
the cache data from the router. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the cache data is 
from an address resolution protocol cache located on the 
router. 

3. The method of claim 1 further comprising: 
receiving cache data from other routers on the 

network data processing system. 

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the receiving step 
occurs on a periodic basis and further comprising: 

identifying transactions handled by a node in the 
set of known nodes using the cache data received on the 
periodic basis from the router. 



23 

Docket No. AUS920030939US1 



5. The method of claim 1 further comprising: 
analyzing usage of each node in the set of known 

nodes using the cache data. 

6. The method of claim 5 further comprising: 
selectively initiating a load balancing process in 

response to analyzing the usage of each node in the set 
of known nodes. 

7. The method of claim 4 further comprising: 
generating a display of the set of known nodes in a 

graphical view, wherein the graphical view includes the 
communications paths with a graphical indication of the 
network traffic. 

8. The method of claim 2, wherein the cache data is 
received through an agent located on the router. 

9. The method of claim 8, where the agent clears the 
address resolution protocol cache each time data is sent 
to the data processing system. 

10. A data processing system for monitoring transactions 
for a set of known nodes in a network data processing 
system, the data processing system comprising: 

a bus system; 

a communications unit connected to the bus system; 
a memory connected to the bus system, wherein the 
memory includes a set of instructions; and 
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a processing unit connected to the bus system, in 
which the processing unit executes the set of 
instructions to receive cache data from a router in the 
data processing system, in which the cache data includes 
an identification of the set of known nodes sending data 
packets for transactions onto the network data processing 
system, and tracks the transactions for the set of nodes 
using the cache data from the router. 

11. A data processing system for monitoring transactions 
for a set of known nodes in a network data processing 
system, the data processing system comprising: 

receiving means for receiving cache data from a 
router in the data processing system, wherein the cache 
data includes an identification of the set of known nodes 
sending data packets for transactions onto the network 
data processing system; and 

tracking means for tracking the transactions for the 
set of nodes using the cache data from the router. 

12. The data processing system of claim 11, wherein the 
cache data is from an address resolution protocol cache 
located on the router. 

13. The data processing system of claim 11 wherein the 
receiving means is a first receiving means and further 
comprising: 

second receiving means for receiving cache data from 
other routers on the network data processing system. 



25 

Docket No. AUS920030939US1 



14. The data processing system of claim 11, wherein the 
receiving means is initiated on a periodic basis and 
further comprising : 

identifying means for identifying transactions 
handled by a node in the set of known nodes using the 
cache data received on the periodic basis from the 
router . 

15. The data processing system of claim 11 further 
comprising: 

analyzing means for analyzing usage of each node in 
the set of known nodes using the cache data. 

16. The data processing system of claim 15 further 
comprising: 

initiating means for selectively initiating a load 
balancing process in response to analyzing the usage of 
each node in the set of known nodes. 

17. The data processing system of claim 14 further 
comprising: 

generating means for generating a display of the set 
of known nodes in a graphical view, wherein the graphical 
view includes the communications paths with a graphical 
indication of the network traffic. 
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18. A computer program product in a computer readable 
medium for monitoring transactions for a set of known 
nodes in a network data processing system, the computer 
program product comprising: 

first instructions for receiving cache data from a 
router in the data processing system, wherein the cache 
data includes an identification of the set of known nodes 
sending data packets for transactions onto the network 
data processing system; and 

second instructions for tracking the transactions 
for the set of nodes using the cache data from the 
router. 

19. The computer program product of claim 18, wherein 
the cache data is from an address resolution protocol 
cache located on the router. 

20. The computer program product of claim 18 further 
comprising : 

third instructions for receiving cache data from 
other routers on the network data processing system. 



